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Rock formation at Hanging Rock near Woodend. 

Could this suspended (hanging?) rock have given Hanging Rock its name? 
(See article on p.2) : 

Photo: Eric Wilkinson 


Deadline for next issue is Monday 18th July for articles, Friday 22nd July 
for short items. 
(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 

please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing) 


Permission to reproduce articles from Whirrakee must be obtained from 
Editor, All back numbers are available from the Editor at a cost of 
50 cents each. (Complete sets of Volume 1 and 2 are available at the 
reduced price of $5.00 per set. Postage extra.) 
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A HANGING ROCK AT HANGING ROCK . 
ck by Eric Wilkinson 


Our cover photo this month shows one of the many curious rock formations at 
Hanging Rock near Woodend. The volcanic rock which forms Hanging Rock is — 

a trachytic lava known as solvsbergite, found also at nearby Brocks 
Monument and the Camel's Hump,-but nowhere else in Victoria. These three © 
hills are all examples of a rather rare form of volcano known as a mamelon, 

in which lava is extruded from deep within the earth's crust, but instead 

of flowing away from the volcano when it reaches the surface, it piles 

up into a steep-sided dome. The reason is that this type of lava is too 
viscous (tacky) to flow.Mamelons were first described from France and Germany. 
19th Century’ geologists carried out experiments with plaster of paris | 
extruded upwards through a hole in a sheet of board, which produced a vary 
similar result, thus confirming their theories. The mound grows by addition 
of new, still molten lava (or unsolidified plaster of paris in the experiment) - 
from Aan, forcing an expansion of the pile, but without -causing a break. 
_ which would allow the new lava through to the surface. 


If the Camel's Hump had been a more normal volcanic enntl ont then the lava 
being extruded on the top of the Macedon Range would have flowed down the | 
slopes of the range. It was the piling up of the very viscous solvsbergite 
which gave the Camel's Hump its distinctive appearance, perched on top of 

the flat summit ridge of the Macedon Range. At the same time, 1000 feet 
below, the same process was forming Hanging Rock, and Brocks Monument, 
situated further east towards Romsey. Radio-isotope dating of these three 
memelons shows that all three were extruded a little over 6,000,000 years ago, 
making them the oldest volcanoes of the Macedon-Woodend district. — 


The mamelons cooled slowly, and developed very prominent joints, which are 
especially obvious at Hanging Rock, which brings me back to our cover. photo. 
Weathering along these joints has produced tors, not unlike those of our 
granite hills. In this particular case, the vertical joint has been weathered 
out into a wide cleft. The large biock at the top has toppled across the top 
of this cleft after being undermined by weathering along a horizontal joint. 
The small rock jammed in the cleft has dropped off the bottom of the large 
block, and been left suspended (hanging?) where the cleft became too narrow to 
allow it to fall any further. I-do not know whether this particular 

formation gave Hanging Rock its name, but it is seeen from the normal route 

to the top, on the edge of the flattish area above the steep gully which | Ais 
the track follows, and would certainly be a candidate for the honour of the ay 
title of the hanging rock which gave Hanging Rock its name. — r 


Hanging Rock is the most interesting of the three memelons of the Woodend” 
district because of the variety of its rock formations, which attracted — 
interest from the earliest days’ of settlement. ‘Hanging Rock was privately 
owned in the mid-19th Century, but in 1884 the Victorian Government’ purchased 
the land, and returned Hanging Rock to public ownership, making it possible 
for generations: of visitors’ to enjoy a Picnic at Hanging Rock, long before 
the film made it internationally famous. In a later issue of "Whirrakee!, tes 
will describe in-more detail the ‘processes which, ‘led to the development of 
the strange rock. Hates Aes ‘which make Hanging Rock such an sepaencane 
place to visit. © 
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THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT 
PART 12 - MULTIPLE FLOWERED GREENHOODS - 1. 


by Bob Allen and Tom Patulito 
a Dimsianit Ed by Graham Hill. 


Back .in athe October 1982 issue of Whirrakee (VOL. 3 NO. 9), 
featured those Greenhood orchids that usually bear only one Fiolee to the 
stem. They numbered cight species. In this issue we had intended to feature 
the vest of the Greenhoods, or those with more than one flower to a stem. 
However, after considering that there are ten species left in this group, 
we realised that this would throw a great deal more work on the shoulders 
of Graham Hill, who is doing such a magnificent job of drawing the orchids 
each month. Our decision then was to split the ten species into two groups. 
Six of the multiple flowered Greenhoods are included in the 'Rufa'' group 
of Greenhoods. These are the hardest of all the Greenhoods to identify, 
especially as several of them have been renamed only recently. They are 
Pterostylis biseta, P.boormanii, P.gibbosa, P.hamata, P.rufa (sub.sp. 
aciculiformis), and P. setifera. The Rufa group will be discussed in the’ 
August issue of "Whirrakee". This month we discuss the remaining four, 
which are:- Pterostylis longifolia, P. parece Ee ayetecepaats., aie 


at mutica. 


Prerostylis longifolia Tall Greenhood 


petron, va. wing, : “stylos, a column. longifolia - referring to the sone 
stem leaves. 

This is a very variable orchid, being sometimes only about 10 cm eat with 

one. flower, and often over 60 cm (two feet) high with ten or more flowers. 


"The flowers are green, and average fifteen mm in length, with a short, 
_ sharp pointed bract enclosing each flower. The stem leaves are alternate, 


and up to ten in number; lance shaped, and protrude out to six cm. long near 
the top of the stem. There are no basal leaves at flowering time, but there 
are-.often radical leaves present on a separate shoot. As in all the 
greenhoods, the dorsal sepal and the two petals are fused together to form 
a hood known as the galea, which encloses the column end labellum. 

The lateral sepals are narrow and pointed, and are joined together for a 
start, and then spread outwards and downwards in front of the galea. 

The labellum is extremely irritable, and will flash up to block the opening 
of the galea at the slightest touch. This labellum is often brownish. 


The Tall Greenhood can be confused with the Banded Greenhood, especially 

in height and the stem leaves, but can be distinguished by the green 
flowers, as against the Seances heavy, nodding and reddish brown flowers. 
The Tall Greenhood is flowering in the Bendigo bushland now, and as I write 
(Sat. morning, 19th June) the organisers are arranging for an outing of the 
Club to One Tree Hill nature trail this afternoon to see them, and 
Pterostylis alata. teu pes Greenhood is found in all Australian states 
except W.A. 


Pterostylis parviflora Tiny Greenhood 


parviflora, small flowers. 

This is a very early flowering orchid found throughout the district during 
April and May. The stem is small and slender, anything from 7.5 cm. up to 
22.5 cm high. The stem leaves are reduced to several small pointed bracts. 
The basal leaves are shaped like small table tennis bats, and are on a side 
shoot. They are barely present when tle plant is in flower. 


4, 


THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued 


The flowers are tiny, faround 10 ‘mm. long, and spring from sheathing leaf 
bracts. They are green with darker green stripes, and are turned in facing 
the stem. Sometimes the tips of the petals are reddish brown towards the 
ends, The short .labellum, like most of the Breenhoods, is on a moveable 
claw, and the;lateral sepals stand erect on, each” side of the hood. 


It is interesting to read that W.H, Nicholls nominates. three distinct forms 
for Victoria. I quote, "Pterostylis parviflora roughly. embraces three forms. 
Coastal, inland, and alpine. The coastal form isa small slender plant. 
rarely exceeding 18 cm. high with few pale coloured flowers. The inland form 
ey: often tall up to 60 cm, sometimes with many flowers. The.stripes on the 
galea being dark green, and the other markings yellowish brown or bright 
crimson. The alpine form is usually quite stout, of low stature and rather 
fleshy with “few rough to the touch blooms which often face each other". 
Unquote « mien orchid is quite despre ad Jousneus the Bendigo district. 


Pterostylis ‘eyenocephala * Swan Greenhood 


cycnocephala - swan headed. 

This is a glabrous plant, generally slender, Fem 7.5 cm. to 15 om. high. 
The leaves are in a basal rosette, crowded and numerous, and often withered 
at flowering time. The stem bracts are up to five, with smaller bracteoles 
surrounding the flower stalks. The flowers are small, from a few to.a, 

dozen or more in a raceme, and usually a brighter green than those of 
P,mutica. The galea is broadest at the base. The labellum is irritable.on 

a broad claw, the appendage is - broad and dark green. W.H.Nicholls 
describes this appendage as having'A pubescent, pyramidal process. at the end 
which is directed towards the apex ."' The botanist who described this orchid 
in 1876 (R.D. Fitzgerald) likened this colum ScERER CaaS to 'The head and neck 
of a swan". 


The Swan Greenhood is fairly common in our’ district, a favorite area’ being 
the gravel areas of the White Hills tip and I have found them at Maryborough, 
BERS eh, Heathcote, Rushworth ete.. 


Pterostylis. mutica ‘Midget iGneentiood 


mutica, docked (Referring to the blunt nieiieesreal sepals) 
A glabrous (without hairs) plant, usually slender and up to 15 cm. high in - 
our area, The leaves are somewhat numerous, on short petioles in a radical 
. vosette, and usually present at flowering time. The stem has up to eight 
sheathing bracts. The flowers are from a few up to twelve or more in a 
slightly spiral raceme. They are usually a dull green, with a tendency to 
face the stem..The,labellum is about 4 mm long on a wide irritable claw, 
and the appendage is large, oblong, elub shaped, dark green, and turned 
backwards towards the claw. At times this orchid emits’an unpleasant odour. 
The Midget Greenhood is not as plentiful in our SERRE: as the Swan, 
and the two can easily be confused. cr Nac ck ig tea ai 


The Key én as 6 is designed to help to SCREEERS the Midget and Swan 
. Greenhoods .: 


1. Pterostylis parviflora 

2. Pterostylis longifolia 

3. Pterostylis longifolia juvenile plant 

4. Pterostylis cycnocephala 

5. Pterostylis cycnocephala labellum (from above) 
6. Pterostylis mutica ; 

7. Pterostylis mutica labellum (from above) 


Tiny Greenhood 
Tall Greenhood 


Swan Greenhood 


Midget Greenhood 


ay 


PT EROST YLIS CYCY OCEPHALA PIEROSI YLIS MUrICA 

(Swan Greenhood) / (Midget Greenhood) 
FLCWERS 

Usually a ight green | Usually a dull green 
LEAVES | 


Usually withered at flowering | Usually present at flowering 
time. time. 


GALEA AND COLUMN 
| 


Distinctly curved. More or less erect. 

ST IGMA 
More or less narrow. i More or less *cordate. 
Situated midway on the colum. | Situated high up on the colum. 


LOBES OF COLUMN WINGS 


With densely #ciliate margins. | Only sparsely #ciliate margins. 
} 


LABELLUM APPENDAGE 


Recurved and pointing outwards, Almost straight and pointing 
towards the tip of the labellun. inwards towards the back of the 
* cordate = heart-shaped 


# ciliate = marginal hairs forming an eyelash like fringe. 
ORCHIDS TO LOOK FOR IN JULY 


For this month we can again list the three orchids that we named 
last month: - 


Acianthus exsertus Gnat Orchid Part 2, Whirrakee 3(6) 
Pterostylis alata Striped Greenhood Part 5, ‘D 3(9) 
Pterostylis robusta Larger Striped Greenhood Part 5, iW 3(9) 
and to the above we add: 

Acianthus reniformis Mosquito Orchid Parten Lt 3(6) 
Caladenia caerulea Blue Caladenia Part 4, N 3(8) 
Pterostylis curta Blunt Greenhood Part 5, wi 3(9) 


Pterostylis longifolia Tall Greenhood Part 12, this issue. 


ORCHIDS TO LOOK FOR IN JULY continued 


Late in the month we may even find an early Diuris’ maculata, 
The Leopard Orchid, in flower. We can also expect: to find the basal leaves 
of many,.of the later flowering orchids including Pterostylis nutans, 
Pterostylis nana; and Glossodia major. The rosettes of some of the 
Rufa Group are also already on the ground, ms 


From my own observations, the Autumn Greenhood, Pterostylie mevolnita. 
made a very poor flower show this year, although there are many thousands 
of juvenile basal leaves on the ground. This may be a promise of a good 
show next year. 


ONE TREE HILL EXCURSION” 


The afternoon of June 19th saw over 20 field naturalists and nature 
lovers, under the leadership of Tom Patullo, traversing the slopes of One 
Tree Hill in search of winter flowering. orchids. : 


Many new shoots were observed along the trunks of the gum trees, 
heralding regrowth after the drought. However a large area of Goldfields 
Grevillea (Grevillea alpina) remained dead sticks, ‘except for odd plants 
_ that had survived the drought. They were showing only occasional flowers, 
instead of the wonderful cisplay of preg usually appearing | at this time 
of year, : 


The ground was aieemakie scattened with Hones Waves. of enchicees 
but very few flowers were discovered. One flower was sighted of Pterostylis 
alata (Striped Greenhood), which is rare in the Bendigo area. Also in 
flower were Pterostylis longifolia - (Tall Greenhood) and ‘Acianthus. exsertus 
(Gnat Orchid). Basal leaves were found of Pterostylis révoluta (Autumn 
Greenhood)., Pterostylis nutans. (Nodding Greénhood), which should flower 
in a few weeks, and Pterostylis curta 1 Caan Greenhood), a spring flowering 
orchid. 


Thank you Tom, for leading us on a pleasant atiomreene ramble 
about our local bush. 


Cynthia Watkins. 


People in frosty climates A climbing rose is a lovely thing 
Who try to grow geraniums Mine swings above my gate 

Need to have a medico - And tweaks the hats of passers by 
Investigate their craniums. And fills their souls with hate. 


by Nancy Hunt Patricia Boland 
Contributed by Bob Allen 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


In previous articles I have written for "Whirrakee T have, on occasions, 
made reference to growing native plants in hanging baskets, or containers. 
Perhaps on this occasion I can enlarge on this subject. Some members may 
like to try this method, whether it be because of limited space, or whatever, 
but please remember that some extra loving care and attention is needed to 
achieve a reasonable measure of success. The following are some of the 
conclusions I have come to after experiencing both failure and success. 


_ One important benefit of container growing is the ease with which frost 
tender plants can be cared for, just bring them in when frost appears imminent. 


I think the most important element in container or hanging’ basket 
culture, is the soil mix. This must be moisture retentive, but at the same 
time drain well, never become heavy and Soggy, and be of open texture to 
allow free run of roots. Owing to the limited quantity of nourishment it is 
possible to hold in the small amount of soil in a container, additional 
fertiliser must be added, in small doses at regular intervals. A slow 
release variety is best, 


_ After quite a bit of trial and error, I have adopted the following 

soil mix. My measuring implement is a piled up shovel-full. 

‘3. granite sand (Clean) G aie . 

3 sieved compost (quarter inch sieve) 

3 weathered hardwood ~ sawdust 

1/2 peat moss. “i Ste Haste, oe aE 

The ingredients must be thoroughly mixed. Due to the fact that almost 
1/3 of above is sawdust, it is necessary to add a liberal amount of nitrogen 
rich fertiliser to replace the nitrogen used up by the sawdust. I use blood 
and bone. This soil mix may, be used with success in containers for other 
plants, as well as natives. I have found that young plants grow on 
immediately when planted into this soil mix. ete 


Another problem with hanging baskets is what meterial to use for lining. 
I have tried a number of different materials, and have now settled for the 
coconut fibre liners made commercially and sold by the nurseries. They 
give perfect drainage, last for many refills of the basket, and being over 
half an inch thick, give good insulation, for the roots’ from the drying out 
effect of hot weather, which is, of course, much greater in a pot or 
hanging basket, than when the plant is growing in the garden. 


There are many native plants which may be. grown in containers ovr 
baskets, and following are a few which may be tried. 


In Hanging Baskets. 

Any of the Native Ferns, especially Davallia xidata, the Hare's-foot 
Fern, (line the basket with SphagnumMoss for this one). Some of the ground 
‘covers are also suitable, such as Scaevola aemula, the fairy fan flower. 
Pultenea pedunculata would drape well and make a bright spot when in flower, 


For Containers. . : 

There are many native plants which make lovely specimens I well 
remember the Eriostemon verrucosus, double form, that Peter Ellis exhibited 
at the Nature Show run by the club some years ago, and also the Baeckea 
ramosissima at the same show, both in containers. Others which would be 
suitable include Boronia megastigma, the sweet scented Brown Boronia, 
letratheca ciliata, Anigozanthus manglesii, Hibbertia stellaris, and I have 
seen a number of Clianthus formosus, Sturts Desert Pea grown in containers. 


ah 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


At this point I. had best report progress of the grafted Desert Pea I 
obtained in March, and wrote about in the April "Whirrakee". I planted it 
on to a ten inch pot using the soil mix I detailed above. At the time of 
potting on, it was carrying three flower heads at the top of the plant, 
(which duly-produced viable seeds), and a number of laterals at a lower level. 
The plant showed remarkable growth while the warm weather lasted, with two 
of the laterals reaching a length of some two foot six inches in a very 
short time, and carrying a number of flower heads in bud. Some of these 
flower heads have withered and fallen, as did part of one of the laterals. 


Rightly or wrongly, I assumed that the cause was Powdery Mildew, sol 
sprayed the plant with Benlate. I-have not seen any withering since. 
Now that the cold weather has set in, I have put the plant in a very sheltered 
corner of the shade house (the advantage of being container grown). 
There are now more laterals growing, but not*as fast as the earlier ones did. 
We have now had a number of frosts (middle of June) without any further 
damage showing so I am becoming more confident of being able to ee ay 
through the winter. i 


AROUND THE NURSERIES 


This month I visited the Gravel Native Plant Nursery, situated on the 
Environmental Subdivision Estate in the J unourton-Longlea area, that was 
thrown open some years ago. Situated on an old gravel-pit, there is very 
little top ‘soil, except where a few small areas have been left undisturbed, 
and on these a few specimens of Caleana major, The Large Duck Orchid, still 
survive, It was pleasing to see the native specimen plants doing well on | 
the gravel, especially a Grevillea chysophaea, the Golden Grevillea, which . 
is indigenous to the Brisbane Ranges, near Anakie a far cry from the gravel 


‘pits of Junourton. The owner, Tony Brown, has cultivated for sale a 


number of the rarer varieties of natives ea would be of interest to 
a collector, including a number of Grevilleas that I have not been able 
to find in my reference books. To mention a few:- 

Grev. parallelaveins, G. drummondii, G. fistulata and G. intricata. 


By using large lumps of conglomerate gravel, Tony has quite reece vey. 
landscaped his area, and I am sure it will improve greatly , given a CREE: 
time. 


%, te 5 J, *. ete 
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_ BUYYIPS OF THE MURRAY RIVER 


“Many years ago Seals used to come up the Murray River from the sea, and 
occasionally got in these swamps and billabongs (the latter being streams 
which flow from.a river and back into it again at another place), and 
when the high water went down, the animals had difficulty in finding their 
way out, and so remained some time. The Aboriginals, knowing very little . 


about rege curious creatures, held them in great dread, and called them 


the Bunyip; they were seldom seen during the day, generally resting in a © 
hollow log at, the water! s edge. Occasionally they would be seen by white 
ren, who, as a rule, were likewise scared with their strange appearance , 

as no one suspected they were seals. A specimen was killed about 1850 in a> 
billabong near Conargo, N.S.W., and was vs) stuffed and exhibited in 
the local public house for many years." 


From "Wild Life in Australia’, by W.H. Dudley Dey Sousty page! “iis. 
(This undated book was ES eae 1905, and pDouenIy before 1914) 
‘Goa OS by: Eric Wilkinson. 
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CRESTED SHRIKE-TIT, Falcunculus frontatus. 


Bird Observers. Group Bird of the Night discussion, 
December 1982. 


compiled by Bill Flentje.. 


This species belongs toa single genus, endemic to Australasia, and is 
included by J.D.Macdonald in the Family - Pachycephalidae, in which he 
includes the Crested Bellbird, Whistlers and Thrushes. 


APPEARANCE A small bird 16 to 19 cms long with a stout bill, and a black 
crest. The remainder of the head is black and white, the upper plumage is 
grey and olive-green, and the underbody , yellow. The male has a black - 
throat, while the throat of the female is olive-green. 


CALL A repetitive dit-dit-dit-dit, with the first three syllables run 
together. The song usually consists of a four syllable sing-song repeated. 
Sometimes, particularly outside the breeding séason, only parts, or single 
syllables of the call or song are uttered. It is also reputed to mimic 
other bird calls. 


HABITAT It is fairly common throughout all open forest areas in the Bendigo 
District, but is not common in the mallee areas. ’ 


' BREEDING Generally occurs from September to December. The nest consists" 

of a deep cup built of fine bark strips held together with cobwebs, lined - 
with bark fibres and grass. It is usually built high in the tree-tops 

in a vertical fork, up to about 30 metres above ground. The female apparently 
builds the nest on her own. There may be two or three eggs, greyish-white 
with dark and light markings. The incubation and fledging periods are 

not known. 


FOOD consists of ineecrel ‘insect larvae, aatidtase and Bins seeds 
(e.g. seeds of Spreading Acacia and other hard seeds) and sometimes also 
other small vertebrates. 


HABITS The birds are cee and are usually found in the middle and 
upper levels of the forest, where they feed among the foliage, branches, 
and crevices of the bark. The powerful bill is used to prise up the bark 

in the search for insects, which often results in loud noise, revealing the 
birds where-abouts. They sometimes hang upside down, like honeyeatens; while 
feeding on insects on the foliage. 


GENERAL They have a peculiar bahit of nipping off leaves, buds and twigs 
from the tree-tops in the vicinity of the nest. The accumulation of such 
litter on the ground under the tree is often an indication of the nest above. 


Sometimes, it appears that the removal of foliage may be up to 15 feet or 
more away from the nest. It has been suggested that the removal of the foliage 
may be to reduce the effect of wind-sway on the nest, or could be part of 
courting or mating display. Only the male bird has been observed enya ® 

the foliage. 


‘The nest is one of the deepest nests, for its size, and the lip of the 
nest is turned inwards, and helps to prevent the eggs rolling out in high 
wind, A Pallid Cuckoo egg was found in a nest in the Maryborough area. 


The birds appear to remain in the same territory all year round and retain 

the same mate from year to year. They have been observed in urban. areas, 

nesting in gardens and street trees in the city. They have been seen 

occasionally feeding on the ground, and also feeding on insects in galls 
and case-moths, which are too tough for manv other birds to extract. 


ve 
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CRESTED SHRIKE-TIT continued 


They eat codlin moths in orchards. Mr. Ipsen quoted one example of 11! years 
longevity for a banded bird. Birds have also been seen bathing on willow 

leaves after a shower of rain. It is also claimed that the birds are rarer in 
areas where Square-tailed Kites occur, also Grey Currawongs, because of 
predation. MrsA.H. CHisholm in "Mateship with Birds", records that the birds 
are very suspicious when nest building and are liable to desert the nest 

if watched too closely. Mr. K. Richards recorded a bird breaking off a 

twig and.using it to lever off bark. to gain an insect underneath. 

Mr. N.Favaloro reported that they are only rarely recorded in the Mildura area. 


f. ,. f. ‘ t t 1, . v 
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BAN DED LAN DRALLS AND CRESTED’ PIGEONS - A BIRD STORY FROM NORTHERY NEW - 
Pedi et aR OTL RE RT Str Ge a Ea 
SOUL ISN ALES by Arthur J. Salter 

(via Barbara Salter.) 


Here in Ocean Shores, I noticed the Elderberry growing down the slope 
had flowered well in the Spring, and when the small berries formed I had 
expected Silvereyes and Lewin Honeyeaters, but surprisingly the only birds 
to feed on them so far are Crested Pigeons and Pied Currawongs. 


On the 20th March, a Banded Landrail turned up on the edge of the 
verandah while I was having breakfast, then hopped up and stood in the 
Wrens' and Red-brows'! birdbath for quite a while, then wandered off. 


' About a week later he turned up again and after standing in the birdbath 


for a while, hopped up onto the verandah and pecked at the grains of millet 
spilled out by the Woopsies (i.e. Crested Pigeons) from the little |. 
feeding dish, finishing them all off. On 12th April’he appeared again when 
a lone Woopsie was feeding from the millet dish. The rail wandered about 
picking up all the loose grain from the verandah floor, and when it was 
all gone he stood behind Woopsie who was still busily feeding and taking 
no notice of him, so the rail gave him a tentative peck on the rump and 
Woopsie immediately jumped away. The rail then started feeding from the 
dish, but the Woopsie, obviously getting quite annoyed, sidled up to hin, 
giving a raised-wing threat display, and the rail nimbly stepped aside 

(he can move very fast) and let Woopsie feed agin. Then the rail darted 
back, looking ominous, towering over Woopsie, and got another feed. 

After a couple more similar exchanges, they both went off. 


, 1, ° Yo. VJ 2, , 5 fe 
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CARPET SNAKE KILLED BY ECHIINA! 
peeitles ee tS Sh a Sicioeteea  Es 


In the book "Wildlife in Australia', from which the Bunyip story on page 9 
was taken, Dudley Le Souef describes (p.213) a visit to the Darling Downs 

in Queensland in October 1891, and recounted the following rather remarkable 
observation. "I was informed that a few days before my visit, a Porcupine 
Ant-eater was found in a belt of Brigalow scrub with a dead carpet snake 
wound round and well fixed on the spines. It was evidently a case of the 
"biter bit ', as the snake had probably tried to crush its victim, but 

got pierced by the spines in its attempt, and so died. The Echidna or 
Porcupine Ant-eater was apparently unhurt and walked about with its 

uncanny load without much trouble.'! 


Contributed by Eric Wilkinson 


Ald 
BIRD NOPES ‘AND. OBSERVATIONS FOR JWE 


The main speaker for June was Mr. J.Ipsem who told the Group about 
the trip Mrs Ipsen and he made to N.W.Australia, to participate in a wader 
survey. Broome, with its beautiful winter climaté and endless beaches, . 
was the focus point of the survey, and dedicated ornithologists from every 
state of Australia made their way to Broome for the occasion. 


Several hundred thousand waders were seen, of many different species, 
and several thousand birds were caught, weighed, measured, moult noted, 
and banded. Cannon netting was the main method used to catch the migratory 
waders, which collect in large flocks along the beaches of North Western 
Australia prior to dispersing around Australia, but mist netting was also 
used. The.results, of such large scale wader banding will eventually” 
give us a much. more detailed idea on these migratory birds movements. 
One wader, which was caught and banded in Northern Australia, was recaptured 
three days later at 'The Spit’ near the Werribee Sewerage Farm. 


Of interest from the. Wedderburn district was the sighting of two 


Red-tailed Black Cockatoos, seen north of the township’on the. Wychitella Road. 


The closest established population of these birds is in Western Victoria, 
from the Grampians north to the Little Desert. This sighting took place 
on the 30th May: au 


Back in January 1982, the Milne family had. a pair ae Little Wattlebirds 


in their garden, a first record of this species in the Bendigo district. 
Sixteen months later, in the same garden, a pair of Little Wattlebirds 
have again been reported. The observer wondered if they were the same pair 
previously encountered, . 


Last month's notes contained a report on a White Goshawk seen flying 
near the Sacred Heart Cathedral. Another observer reported the same bird 
several days after the original sighting. This time the Goshawk was seen 
perched on a T.V. aerial in Reginald Street, Quarry Hill. 


A small flock of Little Lorikeets have been observed in the Whipstick 
feeding on flowering Grey Box. This was the first time the observer had 
seen these birds feeding on Grey Box blossoms. : 


The White-backed Swallows aré still to be found in small‘numbers at 
the Bendigo Sewerage ARE 


Fri. August 5 Five or six Club members will give a ten minute talk each. 
Subjects, and speakers have yet to. be arranged. 


eid ‘ad? the slight Black- chinned PET AAERS 28 
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6th May, 1983 
President, 
Field Naturalists Club, 


Dear Sir, 


re: Whipstick Forest, Bendigo. 


I- write to let you know that at its récent meeting our Council: 
approved the Landscape Classification of the above area. 


This means that, in the Trust's view, this area is ageennieal to the 
heritage of Australia and must be preserved. Although this Classification | 
has no legal effect, the Trust believes firmly in the importance. of the 
values described in the attached submission, and will be only: too: happy 
to assist with any queries-you may have. 


If you becomé aware of any proposed developments which cold have an ° 
adverse impact on the area, I would be grateful if you could inform the Trust. 


‘Yours sincefely, 


S. D. MARTIN © 

Administrator — 

National Trust of: Australia 
piictonia) 


.The above letter’ from the National Trust is | reproduced for the 
information of members. ; 
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KEY BLOCKS PURCHASED IN THE WHIPST ICK 


Three important blocks of land in the corridor area of the Whipstick Forest 
have been purchased by the Forest Commission. 


The three blocks, allotments 3, 16, and 17 in Becton B, Sener of Whirrakee 
have been bought from Mr R. Plowright and will add 300. 11 hectares. to the 
public estate. The blocks are strategically situated and join the crown land 
area between the Northern and Southern sections of the Whipstick Forest | 
Park. These three blocks make a total of 14 blocks that. have been added to 
the Whipstick:in the past few years, and are the results of recommendations 
by the Whipstick Advisory Committee. 


This committee consists of representitives of the Forest Commission, 
Marong, Eaglehawk and Humtly Shires, Field Naturalists and the public. 


by Graham Hill. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 


The June Committee Meeting was held at John Lindner's home on June 20th. 


1, It was reported that Leon Costermans had offered to read and comment 
on the manuscript of "Eucalypts of Bendigo", and will also supply 
photographic copies of diagrams to illustrate it. 


oe It was decided that the club would supply paper and stencils. for 
duplicating the questionnaire for the Regent Honeyeater Survey. 
Fisheries and Wildlife will cover other costs involved. 


3. It was reported that the fencing of the Swainsona reserve at Hunter by 
the Lands Department is in hand. 


4, A letter regarding a campaign for beverage container deposit legislation 
in Victoria was referred to the July General Meeting. 


5. The club is to be represented at a Bush Fire Seminar being organised 
by the Conservation Council of Victoria, and to be held on 6th and 
7th August. 


6. Costing of an annual cover for Whirrakee is being investigated. A 
questionnaire is to go out with the August Whirrakee seeking members' 
responses to the options available in the light of costs involved. 


7. ‘It was suggested that the club participate in a working bee at the 
Mt. Alexander Koala Park to help establish walking tracks. 


8. It was decided to subscribe to the quarterly magazine Australian Natural 
History, which is published by the Australian Museum. 


PUBLICAT IONS RECEIVED 


1. Parkwatch No.133 Winter 83. | 

2. Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No.205 June 83 

3. Australian Bird Watcher Vol.10 No.2 June 83. 
4. The Bird Observer No.617 June 83. 

5. 5.C.0.S. No. 36 Winter 83. 

6. A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.15 No. 5 June 83. 

7. Habitat Vol.11 No.3 June 83. : 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 
. Office bearers for 1982-1983 


PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 46 8736 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd. E'hawk 46 7132 
SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe S46 Hargraeves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER» Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kainarooka _ 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd., Ethawk: ~ 46 7132 
LIBRARIAN Helen Boon Kamarooka €. 3629252 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 46 8736 
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Membership of The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested .in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 


Single $9.00, Family $13.00, Pensioner and children, $6.00 
Whirrakee subscription only, $8, 00 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 


Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings Start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


. The Annual. Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 


Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Pull day excursions Bteieipaitity commence at 10.0 am., (usually on a Sunday) 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0 pm, and may. be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts held several times in a 


“year, usually co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 
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‘The B.F.N.C. has two active sub-groups. 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich,58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough _ 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 

or fourth Thursday when third Thursday is day after general meeting) 

at 8.0 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
President: Berry Vardy, Rocky Rises Rd., Maiden Gully, 49 6214 
Secretary: John Lindner, 62 Simpson's Rd., Eaglehawk 46 7132 
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- DIARY - 
MEETINGS iS. tei Lh Gs 
July 13. Endangered plants of Victoria 


Neville Scarlett, Botany Dept.,; Latrobe University, Melbourne. 
(Neville is already known to quite a few members because of his 
role in drawing attention to the rare Swainsona plagiotropis 
at Hunter and elsewhere), 


‘August. 10- The Franklin River and the S.W.Tasmanian wilderness - 4 
ee a presentation by fiim and siides by members of the Tasmanian 2) 
' Wilderness Society. , rah im 

September 14 AYN UAL GENERAL MEETING end Presidential Address + 


"EXCURSIONS. 


‘Sun.July 17 A full day excursiion/workiag bee to Jackass Flat Flora Reserve , 
8 4is9." North Bendigo; - a combined activity with the Bendigo Native 
| Plant Group. leet at Crane St. entrance at 10. am, oP catch « 
| during the day if prefevred. See p.i7 of June Whirrekee foo 
ime further details. ter 
Weekend _  Queensclifs camp-out, end combined Port Phillip Bay Sea=bird 
Aug.13-14 , excursion with members of the Bird Observers Club from» 
Melbourne on the Sunday. Sat. AM — travel to Queensclifs; 
Sat.PM Visit Ocean Greve Natuze Reserve, and a known Orange- 


a : 


- bellied Parrot locality near Queenscliff. The boat trip 
departs from Queenscliff at 11. a.m. on the Sunday, and returz.- 
‘at 3.30 p.m., for more cetails see p.15 of April Whirrekee. 
REMINDER Fares for the beat trip (Adult,$11.; Child, $5.50) 
must be paid by the night of the July 13 neeting. Contact 

_ John Lindner for beoxings and further jiaformation. A mini-bus 

-will be hired for the trip to Queenscliff if the interest. 
Shown to date becomes finn commitment. A decision will be. 
Made at the July 13 mosting. — - > eto besa & 4 


Weekend Mount Korong - campout om day visits. . 
-Sept.17-18 Leader: Eric Yilkinsen, he big 
The. campsite will be on the south side of Mt. Korong, at the ee 
Picnic site developed recently by the Lands Dept. The Granite a7 
boulders close by make this a delightful spot for children, 
Full details will be given next month. q : iad 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP G SEAT iar Cea fin adit pale wie ches GEN 2ah4 
VASA os ere magh i aepiegr GE. 


Pri. Aug.5 7.30 p-m., Dept. of Agriculture, Ep-on. 
hae sy 5-6 10 ‘minute lecturettes from B.( ,3. members. 
Bird of the Night: Slack-chinasd Honeyeater. LAMMANM surf? M 


HANMAUNSURVESS GROVES. on. ar Raneeieiaar Geael aac aes care ne & 
‘Thurs.J uly 217-30 p.m. Biological and Chemical Sciences Dept. BC.A.E, 


top floor of Aoplied Science No.1 Building, which is‘‘the one 
closest to the parking area off Sharon St. opposite Flora Hiii- 
P.S, - Sessicr on preparation of specimen skins. 


